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 elcome to all! 
Good morning!  God in heaven has blessed us in untold ways. 
Take a moment to consider just how many blessings you 

have. Chances are that most of what you considered was temporal, that 
is, for this life only. More important than all that, certainly, is our 
salvation in Christ Jesus, the only blessing that offers us an assurance of 
life eternal. This blessing is ours through the precious Word of God 
alone. 

If you have any questions regarding our Sunday services, upcoming 
Bible classes or various programs, please speak with the pastor or call 
the church office.  We look forward to meeting you.  Please come again 
and worship with us very soon! 

Some notes: 

 Restrooms are in the sanctuary entry way just opposite the 
“Quiet Room.” 

 Quiet Room: If you have a young child or nursing infant and need 
a Quiet Room, you will find it to the left as soon as you exit the 
sanctuary. A speaker there allows you to hear the service. 

W 
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 Cell Phones: We ask that cell phones be turned off or silenced 
during the service.  Thank you! 
 

______________________ 
 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Page 38 in Christian Worship 

 

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 
Christian Worship 416, vv. 1, 3 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
“Fear not, I am with you. Oh, be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

Text: A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, abr., alt.  Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886-1978.  Text 
and Tune: public domain. 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and 
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deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess 
our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect 
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 
your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you 
strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

M: Let us pray. 

O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble 
servants, who come to you in Jesus’ name.  Teach us always to ask 
according to your will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings 
you have promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON…1 KINGS 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, 
and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 

6 Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your 
servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous 
and upright in heart.  You have continued this great kindness to him and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 
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7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 
my father David.  But I am only a little child and do not know how to 
carry out my duties.  8 Your servant is here among the people you have 
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number.  9 So give 
your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish 
between right and wrong.  For who is able to govern this great people of 
yours?” 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this.  11 So God 
said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or 
wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but 
for discernment in administering justice, 12 I will do what you have 
asked.  I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will 
never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia. 

       —John 6:68 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL…MATTHEW 13:44-52 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  

When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and 
sold all he had and bought that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for 
fine pearls.  46 When he found one of great value, he went away 
and sold everything he had and bought it. 

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let 
down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.  48 When it was full, 
the fishermen pulled it up on the shore.  Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.  49 This 
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is how it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come and 
separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into 
the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
“Yes,” they replied. 
52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who 

has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the owner 
of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well 
as old.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 

 

MY GOD WILL NEVER LEAVE ME 
Christian Worship 418, vv. 1, 5 

My God will never leave me, 
And I will not leave him; 
A light my God will give me 
In pathways dark and grim. 
He reaches out his hand, 
His mighty power sharing, 
My burdens ever bearing 
Wherever I may stand. 
 
And when the world will perish 
With all its pride and pow’r, 
All that the world may cherish 
Will vanish in that hour. 
But though in death they make 
The deepest grave our cover, 
When there our sleep is over, 
Our God will us awake. 

Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, st. 1, 5, alt..  Tune: 
T\Recueil de plusieurs chandsons, Lyoss, 1557.  Text and Tune: public domain. 
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SERMON TEXT 

…Sermon Text – Romans 8:28-30 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.  29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters.  30 And those he predestined, 
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, 
he also glorified. 

Sweet Comfort for God’s Elect 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Almighty and everlasting God, you search all hearts and know all 
thoughts; your eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.  
Grant us now, as we approach the throne of your grace, true humility 
and repentance.  Remember not the sins of our youth nor our 
transgressions, but because of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, pardon 
our iniquity. 

By the indwelling of your Holy Spirit, save us from lusting after evil 
things, from unbelief, or other great and shameful sins.  Provide for your 
Church pastors and teachers who lead your flock to the spiritual Rock, 
Jesus Christ, that your people may drink the pure water of eternal life. 

Guard and defend our homes that parents may be kept in the bonds 
of love and rule their children well, nourishing them in truth and 
righteousness.  We pray for all who may be ill in body, mind or spirit, for 
all who may be in danger, for all who may be in anxiety or perplexity, for 
all who may be suffering some keen disappointment or defeat: be 
present with them in their affliction, show them the way out of all their 
troubles, and save them for your mercy’s sake. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Heavenly Father, you did not spare your own Son but freely gave 
him up for us all.  Mercifully grant these and all other acceptable 
petitions which you read in our hearts in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

ALL DEPENDS ON OUR POSSESSING 
Christian Worship 421, vv. 1, 5 

All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing, 
Though all earthly wealth depart. 
They who trust with faith unshaken 
In their God are not forsaken 
And e’er keep a dauntless heart. 
 
If on earth my days he lengthen, 
He my weary soul will strengthen; 
All my trust in him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
Safe I anchor in his grace. 

Text: Andächtige Haus–Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Tune: 
Johann Löhner, 1645-1705, alt.  Tune: public domain. 


